

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



[A method for classifying tangible art objects using a classification code such that the 
value of a given asset may be readily determined. The basic steps of the classification method of 
the present invention include providing a database for storage of information regarding a given 
asset, establishing within the database one or more order categories, identifying each order 
category with a first identifier, determining which order categories describes the given asset, 
designating the given asset as being classified by the order category which best describes the 
given asset in the database, and assigning the applicable first identifier to the given asset. 

One or more family categories may then be established such that the given asset may be 
k* further classified. Once family categories have been established, each family category is 



B identified with a second identifier. It is then determined, based upon the stored information 
^ concerning the given asset, what family category describes the given asset. Once the applicable 



3.5 family category is determined, the given asset is designated as being described by the applicable 



p family category. The second identifier corresponding to the applicable family category may then 
O be assigned to the given asset and the first and second identifiers may be combined to define an 



One or more genus categories may then be established such that the given asset may be 
further classified. Once genus categories have been established, each genus category is 
identified with a third identifier. It is then determined, based upon the stored information 
concerning the given asset, what genus category describes the given asset. Once the applicable 
genus category is determined, the given asset is designated as being described by the applicable 
genus category. The third identifier corresponding to the applicable genus category may then be 
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assigned to the given asset and the first, second and third identifiers may be combined to further 
define the identifier code. 

One or more species categories may then be established such that the given asset may be 
further classified. Once species categories have been established, each species category is 
identified with a fourth identifier. It is then determined, based upon the stored information 
concerning the given asset, what species category describes the given asset. Once the applicable 
species category is determined, the given asset is designated as being described by the applicable 
species category. The fourth identifier corresponding to the applicable species category may then 
be assigned to the given asset and the first, second, third, and fourth identifiers may be combined 
to further define the identifier code. 

One or more sub-species categories may then be established such that the given asset may 
be further classified. Once sub-species categories have been established, each sub-species 
category is identified with a fifth identifier. It is then determined, based upon the stored 
information concerning the given asset, what sub-species category describes the given asset. 
Once the applicable sub-species category is determined, the given asset is designated as being 
described by the applicable sub-species category. The fifth identifier corresponding to the 
applicable sub-species category may then be assigned to the given asset and the first, second, 
third, fourth and fifth identifiers may be combined to further define the identifier code.] 

[0063] The present invention is a system and method of classifying tangible assets. Tangible 
assets, such as art objects, are classified using a unique classification scheme which divides 
tangible art objects such as fine art, decorative art, antiquities, other discrete disciplines, and 
collectibles into order, family, genus, species, and sub-species asset categories. The present 
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invention allows tangible art objects to be classified into asset categories and assigned a series of 
identifiers such that the asset may be cross referenced with relevant data to track worldwide 
market performance of specific types of categorized assets. Historic market performance 
patterns may be graphed and cross-referenced to well known standards such as the Consumer 
Price Index (CPD and the Standard & Poor's 500 (S&P 500), among others, to ensure statistical 
reliability. 
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